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produced many intellectuals. This alone explodes the racial
explanation of the Jewish economic success.
The conditions which prepared the ground for racialism in
Germany have already been indicated. Hitler played upon the
mob instincts, latent in large sections of various classes, which
envied the wealthy Jews and wanted to rob them or to get rid
of competitors. Moreover, the extraordinary achievements of
numerous Jewish scholars, scientists, physicians, lawyers, authors,
musicians, artists, technicians, economic and financial organizers,
though credited by the world to the German account, aroused
the violent resentment of those German rivals who saw themselves
outdistanced. Hitler, furthermore, wanted a universal scape-
goat which was to be made responsible for all social evils and the
loss of the last war. The Germans, being of noble blood, could
not be made mainly responsible without contradicting the funda-
mental thesis of racialism. The Jews, therefore, were a very
handy object for symbolizing the forces of evil and for serving as
a target for popular passions.1 The main reason for Hitler's
anti-Jewish fanaticism, however, was the fact that a large number
of German Jews were the mainstay of opposition to a policy of
ruthless aggression against other nations. Many German Jews
were eager patriots, and some even nationalists, and many had
no political interests at all. But there is no doubt that the
majority of Jewish intellectuals and business men were strongly
in favour of a policy of international conciliation and co-opera-
tion which coincided with all their traditions and interests. Many
of them belonged to the most active advocates of this policy and
as editors, journalists and writers had considerable influence on
public opinion. Hitler, therefore, acted quite logically when he
decided to crush and exterminate the Jews in order to clear the
way for his conquest of the world.
Though Hitler named his movement Nationalsocialist Workers
Party, it is clear that this appeal to socialist and Democratic
sentiment was only a disguise for a thoroughly oligarchic policy.
Hitler himself, in his book Mein Kampf, did not conceal his con-
tempt for the masses. Evtn the official commentary on the Nazi
programme, moreover, contains two most contemptuous remarks
about the " miserable race mixture " of the average German.
The real aim of Nazi policy is to establish the rule of the most
ruthless elements over the great majority under the pretext that
1 Mussolini for years scoffed at racial antisemitism, but later discovered the useful-
ness of this device, and adopted it for his purposes. It has been remarked that the
Japanese complained bitterly that they had no Jews who could be used as a scapegoat.